
    

Dues Schedule
APRIL-MAY-JUNE

2021

Volume 22  •  Number 2

Quarterly Dues
$375

HOLE-IN-ONE INSURANCE
None Due at This Time

Cart Trail Fee
$17

Electric Cart Fee
$9

Cart Shed Rental
$35

Cart Storage Fee
$25

Class B Membership:  $60

Due and Payable 
April 10, 2021

Delinquency Fee is $50 for all dues
paid after April 10, 2021. Membership
will be automatically canceled after
31 days for those who have not paid
their quarterly dues, and other appli-
cable fees.
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Club Welcomes 2021 Board of Directors

BOARD President Brian O’Brien, center, is flanked by John Odom, left, and Dale
Soring, right.  Standing, from left, are Jim Moran, Brian Powers, Chris Hart and John
Cosenza.

Board Areas of
Responsibility

President
Brian O'Brien

Vice President/Social
John Odom
Treasurer

John Cosenza
Secretary/Pool

Dale Soring
Clubhouse/Carts & Paths

Jim Moran
Golf Course
Chris Hart

Tournaments
Brian Powers

Play the Masters
Club Pro Kelly Runkle has added a
fun new twist to this year’s NCCC
Kickoff Tournament on Saturday,
Apr. 10.

Each player will be paired with a
tour pro playing in the Master’s
Tournament the same weekend.

Your Saturday tourney net score will
be added to your pro’s Saturday
total gross score to determine the
winners of the tournament.

Sign up in the Clubhouse.  It’s an
8am shotgun start.
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From The Pro
By Kelly Runkle

AAs I sit down to write this
newsletter, it dawns on me
that I have been here for two

years now!!!  What a great two years it has been.  Even
with everything happening in the world, this place has
been a slice of heaven.  Thanks for greeting me with open
arms and allowing me to be part of the family.  I hope the
next two years plus go by just as fast.  April rings in the
start of the golf season, well traditionally! (I have not seen
the season end during this pandemic). The Masters is less
than a month away and our club will be remarkably busy in
the next quarter. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS MARCH 14 It’s hard to believe
that the clocks changed on the 14th of March, and with that
comes more daylight and a change in our hours of opera-
tions.  As always, the Clubhouse will open at 7am and
members are welcome to tee off at that time.  The
Clubhouse will close at 6pm. Times will adjust as we move
through the year.  Updates will be communicated to the
membership.

AIMPOINT EXPRESS PUTTING CLINC On Thursday
Mar, 25, Nevada County Country Club will host an
Aimpoint Putting Clinic.  The 5pm clinic features Pete
Brown explaining techniques you can use to become a
better reader of the greens.  This method is used by tour
professionals all over the world.  We will also go on the
course and implement this process on our greens. The hour
and 10-minute clinic is open to the first 8 members to sign
up. Call the Clubhouse at 530.273.6436 or email me at
kelly@nevadacountygolf.com. Cost is $100 per student.

MEMBER WORKDAY We will be punching and sand-
ing our greens on Thursday, Apr. 1. This is also the time for
members to volunteer to help to clean up things, fill divots
and other projects.  Please email me to sign up to help,
kelly@nevadacountygolf.com.

NCCC MEMBER EVENTS BEGIN Saturday Apr. 10,
marks the start of the monthly club events. The first event
will be a new event for our club, The NCCC Masters.  This
event will be a 2-person 18-hole individual combined
stroke play format.  The catch is the two-person team will
be one NCCC member and a blind draw partner from the
field of the 2021 Masters Tournament in Augusta, GA.  The
net score of the member will be combined with the gross
score of the player in round 3 of the Masters.  We will draw
your partner at the conclusion of the round as we collect
the scorecards. The cost will be $20 per person and we

will, hopefully, have lunch during play.  Sign up will be
available in the Clubhouse.

CLEVELAND WEDGE CLINIC On Saturday, Apr. 17,
from 1pm to 3pm you can learn some helpful tips on your
wedge play. I will be conducting a clinic highlighting the
Cleveland wedges we have in the shop. Everyone who par-
ticipates will receive a Cleveland Wedge designed to
improve your game. The clinic gives you the ability to use a
Cleveland Wedge with real turf and real playing conditions.
The cost is $140 and includes the clinic and a Cleveland
wedge!  Space is limited! Call the golf shop or send me an
email, kelly@nevadacountygolf.com to enroll.

NCCC TUESDAY TWILIGHT LEAGUE The
renowned Twilight League returns on May 11th.  The event
is a twelve-to-sixteen-week league that provides partici-
pants with a match play format every week.  The weekly
competition is a match between two teams of two that goes
to the second ball, if the first ball is tied.  The event is
played with handicaps and the maximum difference
allowed between team member handicaps is ten strokes.
The cost is $100 per team and entry forms will be posted at
the Clubhouse soon.  Last season we had 16 teams divided
into 4 flights.  Let’s get more teams this year.

(Please See From The Pro, Page 4)
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President’s Podium
By Brian O’Brien

IIam honored to have been
selected as your club President
for 2021!

Since joining the Board in 2020 I have been able to learn a
lot about the operations and direction of the club.  I could
have never imagined the challenges that 2020 brought us
but I think we are better because of it. I can't be more
proud of all who played such important roles in staying
ahead of the changing times and finding ways to keep the
club functional and safe while continuing to provide posi-
tive experiences for our members and public.

Kelly's management skills were put to the test and he was
tremendous as we worked to comply with the rules and
remain viable. Peter and his crew had to make adjust-
ments as well as we navigated the financial challenges of
not knowing what was next. Vickie, Kim and Lorri were
wonderful in coming to work every day wondering what
the new rules were, and they somehow navigated through
it all to make everyone feel comfortable and provide a
sense of normalcy in an anything but normal time. 

Thanks to Volunteers
I can't say enough for Mark Ryan for his high level of
leadership for the club and in giving me guidance to pre-
pare for future endeavors as we move into this year. I hope
he realizes I will still be picking his brain from time to
time. I feel privileged to have served with Peter Carland
and will miss him dearly as we welcome new members
Brian Powers and John Odom who join a professional
returning crew of John Cosenza, Jim Moran, Dale
Soring and Chris Hart.  Each brings a unique perspec-
tive and experience to the board.  We accomplished a lot
done this past year, especially given the many challenges
we have faced. Much more to come on that!

Zoom Board Meetings:  Members Welcome
For the foreseeable future we will be continue our Board
meetings via Zoom. This has worked well during COVID
and was also instituted as a better platform for member
participation. If you haven't done so, watch your email,
join us, and be a part of exciting new things we will work
on in 2021.  On that note, one of the biggest challenges I
have is to get to know more of you and hear your thoughts
and input. I very much look forward to hearing from all of
you either individually or as a group, from the ladies and
men's clubs, etc. Please take the time to say hello or call
me 530-362-2429. Here's to a great 2021! 

Viva Mexico !
Brave NCCC Souls Venture to Cabo

Enjoying the Secrets Puerto Los Cabos Resort in Baja California
in January were, clockwise from front, Brad Branstad, Marco and
Tami Salcedo, Kursti and Kelly Runkle, Mike Argento, John and
Genielle Odom and Rachel and Brian O’Brien.

Interest High in 2022 Mexico Trip

DDespite COVID-19 conditions, a hearty group of
NCCC golfers and friends enjoyed this year’s trip
to Puerto Los Cabos Resort.

Club Pro Kelly Runkle said strict protocols and limited
capacity at the resort made the trip safe and enjoyable for
all.

Several members cancelled because of the pandemic and
many more have expressed interest in a 2022 trip.  Kelly
said tour operator Leisure Travel is planning for 2022 and
may be offering additional travel destinations.

Glo-Ball 2021
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Ladies Golf Group News

From The Pro -  Continued from Page 2

AAre you thinking about joining the Women's Golf
Group?  Here's a little information about our 18-
holers and 9’ers. Some of the activities are currently

restricted, due to COVID, but this should give you an idea
about the many opportunities open to you.

Women's Day is Tuesday. We usually go out at 8am (18-
holers) or 9am (9ers) during Daylight Savings Time and
9am during the Winter. Check with the proshop.

The 18-holers have many options to expand their golfing
experiences. PWGA sponsors play days and provides
opportunities to play competitively at other local golf
courses. There is a Travel Team that competes against
other teams in Northern California. This team activity cul-
minates with an end of the season Tournament for those
who qualify. PWGA also sponsors NCGA Zone
Championships (you do not need to be a member of the
Women's Group).

In addition to golf, the 9’ers have many activities away
from the golf course. If the weather is bad, they can be
found playing cards in the Clubhouse or bowling. Thunder
Valley and Top Golf also provide opportunities to hone
their "skills."

If you would like more information about either the 18-
holers or 9’ers, please talk to our pro Kelly Runkle, or
contact our membership person, Sandy Hansen (530-913
2413) email (Sandyj7950@yahoo.com).  Hope to see you
out on the Course!

Upcoming tentative activities. Check your emails.
March 30, Spring Alternate Scramble (9ers & 18ers), April
6, 9-hole golf with Business Lunch and Rules Clinic with
Kelly, April 20 (Day 1) Memorial Tournament, April 27
(Day 2) Memorial Tournament.  Note ACE will be on Apr.
13th.

Captain’s 
Corner
By Chris Elko 

Aces
18-Holers

January - Sandy Pack
February - Bonnie Marvelli

March - Marian Slayton

9’ers
January & February - Sandy Osterholt

March - Marcia Kneebone

��

NEW CARTS TO ARRIVE JUNE
2021 We have placed our order for
our new fleet of EZ Go golf carts and
we are in the queue for them to be
built.  I talked to the rep in early
March and our anticipated shipment
date is June 1.  For those of you look-
ing to purchase a cart from the old
fleet, we still have carts available. I
have seven people on the list, leaving
two carts available for purchase.  Call
the Clubhouse to save a cart.

JUNIOR CAMP Our annual Junior
Golf Camp will return this year.  We

have the camp scheduled for June 14-
15-16 from noon-3pm each day.  The
camps will give kids hands-on work to
play the game of golf and enjoy their
time on the course.  Sign up forms will
be available in the Clubhouse.  The
cost will be $50 per child.

SKYTRAK – Skip Cassulo
Teaching Center Update  The
teaching studio is up and running. I
have been trying to schedule times for
everyone who donated to the cause or
won time in a club event. If you have
interest in seeing the studio, please

send me an email, kelly@nevada-
countygolf.com or call the shop. I
hope to have every member see the
studio before the end of summer. 
I have been working on some pro-
grams for members to get more out of
the studio.  The studio will be avail-
able to members only and lessons with
the pro.  I am working to secure the
software to allow us to play golf with
the use of the SkyTrak.  I will be send-
ing out more information as it
becomes available.
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Handicap Corner

Posting Your Scores
is Easier Than Ever

By 
Mary Deardorff

Rule Check:  
Accidental Hit

Q If you accidentally hit your ball on your practice
swing is there a penalty?

A If the ball is on the tee it isn’t a stroke/penalty
because the ball is not yet in play.  Rule 6.

Otherwise it is a stroke penalty and you must replace
your ball to the original position.  Rule 9.  On the green
no penalty and replace.  Rule 13.

-  Mary Deardorff

New Lines in the Pro Shop

New lines of men’s and ladies golfwear are coming to the
NCCC Pro Shop this spring.

Callaway, Adidas, Greg Norman and Antiqua products will
be available with the standard member discounts.  Also
watch for headwear from Black Clover, Imperial and
Legendary, and some custom NCCC logo divot tools. 

WW
ho could have imagined the past year that we
have had?  I am guessing that many of us
might have played MORE golf, as it was one
of the few activities we could still participate

in.  If you were on the fence about leaving the flagstick in
when putting before this (even though the rules allowed it)
I’m guessing you are pretty comfortable with it now…and it
certainly speeds up play!  Of course, so does not raking the
bunkers…but hopefully that one will change back when
rakes are returned to the course, maybe later this year.

Another thing I hope most of us have learned is how EASY
it is to post your score from your phone or tablet, using the
NCGA or GHIN app, or their websites.  In February 2020,
almost 25 percent of scores for NCGA golfers were posted
via the kiosk at a golf course.  By November 2020, that
number was down to 3.6 percent, as many kiosks at club-
houses were unavailable for safety reasons.  Another bene-
fit of posting on the app, is that you can use “hole-by-hole”
scoring.  By doing that, the system will make any scoring
adjustments for you – rather than you having to figure out
if you had any scores over net double bogey that would
change your postable score. 

And here’s your annual friendly reminder about posting.
Even though Kelly does post all our scores that are made
during “Club Play” (Ladies and Men’s Clubs and
Tournaments), when you play other than that – either at
our course OR away – it is YOUR responsibility to post all
those rounds!   Whether you played well or poorly, whether
you played using “winter rules” (aka preferred lies),
whether you “picked up” rather than putting out, or even if
you skipped a hole or didn’t finish your whole round.
NONE of those things is a valid reason not to post. So
please don’t try to pick and choose which rounds you post
and please post promptly – ideally the same day you play.
If you don’t understand what scores to use for those holes

you didn’t finish, please ask me or
Kelly– we’d be happy to help you fig-
ure that out.

And here’s something new. The Handicap Committee has
the ability to check member postings using our computer-
ized tee sheet.  Starting this season we will be picking a few
random days each month and matching up tee times with
posted scores.  So don’t be surprised if we contact you for
more information if your posted scores don’t relate well to
your rounds played here at NCCC. 

And finally, as I watched Bryson DeChambeau hit some
crazy long drives last week on his way to winning at Bay
Hill, I started thinking a bit about the “rest of us.”  So I
have a few numbers to throw at you.  Looking at these, I
feel pretty average – how about you?

The average driving distance for all male amateurs is 217
yards.   By handicap range, it is 245 yards for those with
handicaps less than 6; 223 yards for those 6-12; 207 yards
for guys 13-20, and 190 yards for everyone with a 21 or
higher handicap.   By comparison, the PGA Tour average is
287.3.

The average driving distance for all female amateurs is
147.9.  By handicap range, it is 196.7 for handicaps less
than 6; 177.5 for ladies with 6-12 handicaps; 155 for those
13-20; 141.5 for the 21-28 range; and 119 for everyone with
a 29 or higher handicap.  By comparison, the LPGA Tour
average is 254 yards.

��
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On Course

    

By Peter Chow, Golf Course Superintendent

II
feel the need to address an
issue that over the past year
has started to become a
problem; it has to do with
frost delays. Now I'm not

going to get into the physics about
frost, I've discussed that ad nauseam. I would like to
explain how our frost delay works.

I know that many of our newer members are working
members, and would like to get in a quick 9 holes before
work. Unfortunately, when there is a frost delay that does
not work in your favor. I wish that the entire course would
thaw out at the same time, but it just doesn't work that
way. Actually, if I had my way we would never have frost,
but I have no control over that.

Greens Thaw at Their Own Pace
When I call a frost delay and finally give the “okay to play,”
that time is determined by when I estimate the first group
will get to the No. 3 green. The greens on holes No. 3, No.
7, and No. 9 are the last ones to thaw out, so when a golfer
decides to start anywhere but on the No. 1 tee that timing
is “out the window.”

This also holds true for the first group of the day. I don't
know what clock you guys go by, but you always seem to
start 5+ minutes early. That is not a big issue during the
summer, but does matter when there is a frost delay.

Fortunately, in a few weeks this all won't be an issue until
the fall when the frost season returns.

Greens Aeration on Apr 1
Well, it's that time of the year again, greens aeration. This
year we are scheduled for April 1st, no joke! We will start
on the evening of Wednesday, Mar. 31 and will be closed
all day on Thursday April 1.

Course Kudos
I'd like to thank Mark Ryan for his years of service on the
Board of Directors and as Club President. I know we may
not have always agreed on things, but we both had the
same goal; to make the golf course as good as it could be.
In the end we always came together for the good of the
club.

I'd also like thank Dan Triano for the countless hours he
has put into the new retaining wall at the lower No. 2 tee
box.  I really appreciate your time and dedication.

As I've noted in past years, now is the season to apply your
spring fertilizer with a pre-emergent herbicide to your
lawn. You actually have about a 4 - 6 week window to get
that done. Our local hardware and home improvement
stores should have everything you need.

Keep it in the short grass, Peter

TT
his month’s tip is more about
playing the game quickly.  We
are all trying to play the game
with integrity and make sure we

count all strokes to enable us to post our
scores. 

But when it comes to team competitions,
sometimes it does not matter if a player
finishes a hole.  For example, you are
playing a two best balls net of a foursome, you have hit
one ball in the water and just hit your fourth shot onto
the green.  You are putting for a five net four, while your
partners have just made two net birdies.  You are, under
the rules of golf, able to pick up and give yourself the
score you most likely would have made or, per the handi-
cap manual, give yourself net double bogey.  Selecting to
use the rules of handicapping during team events, will
increase the pace of play and still enable you to post a

score.  Please keep this in mind during
the next team competition. 

During normal play at the club, remem-
ber the pace of play is set by the group
ahead of you, not the group behind you.
We try our best to marshal the course,
but most times it is not necessary when
we are aware of our surroundings.  If you
play in the early morning, you should

realize that the normal pace for our course is one hour
and forty-five minutes.  As we get into the afternoon, that
pace rises to two hours.  Our course should never take
over two hours to play nine holes.  Play ready golf and be
ready to hit when it is your shot.

A quick pace of play makes it more enjoyable to visit the
club and play daily. Let’s make an effort to maintain a
good pace of play at Nevada County Country Cub.

Pro Tip 

Pace of Play

By Kelly Runkle
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WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS !

NCCC welcomes these new members who have joined the club
this quarter. 

NCCC Calendar 2021  (Tentative)

Here is the tentative NCCC event calendar for this year.  Events will be hosted as allowed under current public health guidelines.
Please watch for announcements and confirm later as dates and times may change.

March
11  Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
13  CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE 

DINNER  (Canceled This Year)
14  Daylight Savings Time Begins
26  MARCH MADNESS GLOW BALL

TOURNAMENT 6:30pm Shotgun

April
1   Greens to be aerified
4 Easter Sunday
8   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
10  KICKOFF TOURNAMENT

8am Shotgun

May 
8   MAY CUP TOURNAMENT

8am Shotgun 
9   Mothers Day
11  Tuesday Twilight League Begins
13  Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
21  SPRING GLOW BALL

June
8   LADIES INVITATIONAL
10  Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
12  HARLEY FRINK MEMORIAL

SENIOR TOURNAMENT 8am
14-16  NCCC JUNIOR GOLF CAMP
20  Father’s Day

July
3   PATRIOTS TOURNAMENT 8am and 

BARBECUE 1:30pm
8   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm

August
12  Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
14  Club Event (TBA)
21-22  MEN’S INVITATIONAL 8am

September
9   Greens to be aerified
9   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
17  FALL GLOW BALL
25  Pet Food Pantry Scramble

8am shotgun

October
7   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
9-10  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

8am shotgun both days
16  MR. & MRS. CLUB 

CHAMPIONSHIP, 8am 
29  Glow Ball Event
31  Halloween

November
7    Daylight Savings Time ends
11   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
13   NCCC TURKEY SHOOT 8:30am
25  Thanksgiving (Course Closed)

December
9   Board of Directors Meeting 5:30pm
11  CHRISTMAS PARTY 2pm
25  Merry Christmas! (Course Closed)

��

WALT & JEANNE ABBEY
119 GREY OWL COURT
GRASS VALLEY,CA.  95945
530-913-5071
waltabbey@yahoo.com

ED & GLENDA BENNETT
13349 RIDGE ROAD
NEVADA CITY, CA.  95959
831-595-6449
ed_bennett@att.net

JAMES & BECKY JONES
10792 WILLOW VALLEY
ROAD
NEVADA CITY,CA.  95959
530-470-6105
j_rjones@att.net

WELDON & JERRI KELLEY
11594 LOST RANCH ROAD
NEVADA CITY,  CA.  95959
916-616-5070
neodog85@gmail.com

ANDREW & JESSE LOCKS
16079 MOUNTAIN VIEW
DRIVE
NEVADA CITY,  CA.  95959
530-265-3120
jesselocks@gmail.com

PHIL RUBLE & 
MIMI SIMMONS
12578 PASQUALE RD.
NEVADA CITY, CA.  95959
530-265-5522
phil@omici.com

NCCC Golfers Ready for Monterey

CCongratulations to the NCCC Men’s and Women’s
teams who qualified Mar. 6 to compete in the NCGA
zone championships in Monterey Apr. 5-6.

In the Men’s Division, Jada Beyer and Dylan Murty
shot the low round of the day with a net 10-under 58 to
earn the first slot. Joining them in the NCCC foursome are
Keith and Ed Barnes, who fired a 62.

(The Barnes twosome actually tied with Ken Miele and Jay
Snyder and then emerged victorious in a scorecard play-
off.)

In the women’s division, Marlene Dresbach and Jackie
Hill along with Bonnie Marvelli and Sandy Pack
earned their tickets, each shooting even par net 70s.

The two teams are scheduled to play at the Poppy Hills and
Carmel Valley Ranch golf courses.

The 50/50 raffle netted $255 with half going to winner Jay
Snyder and half helping with the player entry fees.

In all, 32 golfers played in the qualifier.
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What’s your favorite golf movie?
Some of us really liked 

Happy Gilmore.


