Dues Schedule

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
2022

Volume 23 • Number 4

Quarterly Dues

$390

NCGA Dues Renewal
for 2023: $40

HOLE-IN-ONE INSURANCE
$5 to Participate
Cart Trail Fee
$17
Electric Cart Fee
$9
Cart Shed Rental
$35
Cart Storage Fee
$25

Class B Membership: $62

Due and Payable
October 1, 2022

Delinquency Fee is $50 for all dues
paid after October 10, 2022.
Membership will be automatically
canceled after 31 days for those who
have not paid their quarterly dues,
and other applicable fees.



Team NCCC

The women’s group traveling team enjoyed a good 2022 season, placing fourth on the
foothills tour. Lake of The PInes placed first (804), followed by Alta Sierra (770), The
Ridge (753), Nevada County (740) and Lake Wildwood (727). Way to go, Ladies!

2022 Men’s Invitational

Argento, Smith
Take Top Spot

Mike Argento and guest
Lyndon Smith are champions of the 2022 Nevada
County Country Men’s
Invitational Tournament. The
two-day, 36-hole event was
played Aug. 20-21.

George Hansen and Lynn
Miller placed second while
Bill Dryden and Brian
Talbot came in third.

Club Pro Kelly Runkle, center, congratulates
Invitational winners Argento, left, and Smith.

W

From The Pro

e are having a very
good year at the club.
The course has
remained busy, and the
course is in great shape (except for
the punched greens). Hard to believe the year is coming to
an end. Hoping for a great next few months with a lot of
activity along with the Fall cool down that is coming.
PROJECTS AROUND THE CLUB
Last year the board set out to complete a few projects
around the club. Here is a quick review of the planned
items:
• Build a new cart barn for electric carts
• Replace the retaining wall on the 7th tee to match the
new wall on the second tee
• Update men’s restroom stalls with new urinals
• Replace carpeting in the women’s restroom per county
request.
• Add split rail fencing near cart barn one and employee
parking to match the tees on course
• Replace the safety fencing around the course near tee
boxes
Although we did not get to all the projects listed (the items
are still on the list) we did accomplish a lot of projects this
year. Here are the projects were able to accomplish:
• New cart barn that now holds 9 electric carts
• Replaced the urinals in the Clubhouse with self-flushing fixtures
• Replaced the retaining wall on hole seven
• Put up spilt rail fencing at employee parking
• Refinished and added new hardware to the front door
of the clubhouse
• Paved the driveway and the road up to the cart storage
and re-striped the parking lot
We still have plans to finish the few items that we did not
get to this year.

OCTOBER IS CHAMPIONSHIP MONTH
October is the championship month at Nevada County.
After the course has healed from the punching and sanding
of the greens, we will be conducting the Mr. and Mrs. Club
Championship on Saturday, Oct. 15 and the Club
Championship on Oct. 22-23. Both events will be an 8am
shotgun start and players must have an established handicap to participate. The Mr. and Mrs. Club Championship is
an 18-hole Net Better Ball of the couple format. The entry
fee is $40 per couple and includes prizes, lunch, and hopefully fun competition. The Club Championship will be a
36-Hole Individual stroke play event with a Men’s Division
and a Women’s Division. The entry fee is $30 per player
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By Kelly Runkle

and includes prizes, lunch both days, drinks on the patio
and a fun weekend of competition. Look for more information around the club in coming weeks.
HALLOWEEN GLOW BALL
The annual Halloween Glow ball scramble is scheduled for
October 29. The shotgun start will be after dinner at
approximately 6:15pm. This event will fill up fast and will
be limited to the first 44 members and guests (playing with
members). The cost will be $25 for members and $40 for
guests. The fee includes golf with cart, 2 glow balls, prizes
and a catered dinner. Teams will play a scramble format on
a shortened course and we will have prizes for best dressed
(costume) and decorated cart. Don’t forget to bring blankets, a warm jacket and a flashlight. Sign-ups will start at
the end of September.
TURKEY SHOOT IN NOVEMBER
Saturday, Nov. 12, will be the annual Turkey Shoot at the
County. This annual event will be an 18-hole individual
stroke play event with the victors receiving gift certificates
for Turkeys at SPD. This event will start at 8:30am and
members may select their playing partners. The cost will
be $20 per person and include prizes, lunch and drinks on
the patio.

NOMINEES NEEDED FOR THE BOARD
It is that time of year to start thinking about helping lead
our club to greater things. Our annual board elections take
place at the end of December, and we are looking for 3-4
candidates to fill the positions of our outgoing board members. Please send me an email if you are interested,
kelly@nevadacounty golf.com.
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Happy Birthday, Tom !

President’s
Podium

A

By Brian O’Brien

Longtime NCCC golfer and former Clubhouse Asst. Tom Devine
(center) and a few close friends celebrated Tom’s 86th birthday in
August at Whitehawk Ranch. Club Pro Kelly Runkle paid a surprise visit as Tom’s cart partner. And no, Tom didn’t shoot his
age, but it was close.

Heppe, Osmond Win
Twilight League

David Heppe and Fred
Osmond outscored a tough
field to take first place in the
club’s 2022 Twilight League.
Twenty teams competed in this
year’s event.
Keith Barnes and Ed
Barnes took second place
while Fred Finney and Ed
Cisneros finished third.

Osmond, Heppe

M

Mexico Golf Trip Proves Popular

embers of NCCC seem to be fired up for some
travel and golf. As of mid-September, 57 members and guests had signed up for the Feb. 815, 2023 trip to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.
The all inclusive trip, through ILT Golf Vacations of
Novato, includes a week at the La Valencia Luxury
Oceanfront Beach Resort & Spa. Three days of golf
await travelers with the golfing option.

Club Pro Kelly Runkle said at last report there were
only six seats left on the airplane (two other clubs will
share the flight) but there are always cancellations and
any interested travelers should fill out a registration
form, submit a deposit and be added to the waiting list.

blistering Summer is starting to wind down and
we will all be glad to see the cooler temperatures
soon. I have to give Peter Chow and crew a lot
of credit for keeping the course very playable
throughout, as he had to navigate the challenging heat
conditions. A lot goes on behind the scenes so we all may
enjoy our time on the course.

Speaking of time on the course, I am very excited about
just starting to get back out there slowly post hip replacement surgery. I actually feel I could have been out some a
couple weeks earlier but rightfully was directed by Rachel
to play it safe and follow doctor’s and an even higher
authority, Rachel’s orders.

Our human nature wants to make us put off such procedures, rationalize when to do it and just think of every reason we can to wait for a “better time.” I am now in the category of the millions who did all those things but now
would say, “Why did I wait so long?” Overall the process
has been very tolerable and for anyone who lives an active
life and doesn’t want to see their golf game become a
plethora of adjustments and compensations that need to
be addressed later, get it done and get on your path to a
healthier and more active lifestyle. The technology and
recovery today are off the charts!

As I write this, the driveway work is progressing and we
will soon enjoy the results of efforts spanning a long period
of time and most importantly expanded by the participation of the entire membership. We as the Board can’t
thank you enough, as without your help this paving project
would not have come to fruition. The overall appearance of
the club will benefit greatly.
Speaking of appearances, it is nice to mention that some of
the trees we wanted to see eliminated (rather than ones on
the course) have reached their lifespan. First Impressions
Tree Service has done a great job opening up the view as
you approach on East Main Street. What a difference!
Along with the eyesore beetle infected trees on the right of
No. 2 now gone, the club is looking great. I hope all these
projects will serve to make your experience a better one.

See you around the club!

Brian
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Ladies Golf Group News

C

ongratulations to all our winners
this last quarter! And yes, the
Women's Group Flower Power
Invitational in June was a whole
lot of fun. For all upcoming events, WG
members may look to your monthly emails
laying out the upcoming golf opportunities
for the month. I do want to mention here
our Cancer Tournament in support of the
SNMH Cancer Support Groups, scheduled
for Oct. 18. This year’s format is a mixed
scramble with NCCCWG 18- and 9-hole
players. Event fundraising actually starts
during the Beauty and the Beast
Tournament Sept.27 and tends to continue
through October with the men's club being
big partners in the fundraising. Let's break
another giving record this year!
From April through November, on top of
regular Tuesday play, the NCCCWG puts
on one tournament a month for members
along with two consecutive Eclectic tournaments each lasting for about 10 rounds.
Beginning in January, WG members can
also play in an 11-round monthly ACE
tournament. Our WG also plays in a
monthly team competition against other
local women's groups. And, the
PWGA/NCGA puts on a monthly play day
at various courses in the greater

Sacramento region.
It's all about creating opportunities to
play, which include opportunities to play
in different kinds of competitions and
social settings. The best part of all of this
is that you get to decide how much or how
little you want to participate. Regardless,
somebody is doing the work to make sure
that the opportunity is there for all of us.
Historically, most of our WG members
have volunteered to be involved in some
aspect of these events, so we know how
much work it really is. This is still true
even with Kelly and his staff now doing a
lot of the work. All of these opportunities
to play golf are gifts we give to each other
and to ourselves.

I am thankful for all the work done by
folks every week to make sure that
Tuesdays and tournaments are there for
me, even if I am unable or don't want to to
play on a given day. I am thankful for the
logistical and diplomatic work that is done
to pull off the monthly team play events
against other local groups at courses
around our area. So, when these folks
seek volunteers to cook a dish or clean up,
or play with someone I don't really know,
I'm often glad to help. But I can't or don't
always want to help, or donate, or volun-

Club Champion

Captain’s
Corner
By Val Flood

teer. Sometimes I just want to play golf,
and that's fine, too.

In the end, it's all about playing golf in a
social setting that is comfortable and fun.
Not everyone needs to volunteer. But we
are thankful when they do. And it seems
that so far the WG has had the right number of the right folks at the right time who
are willing to do the work. You don't have
to be a tournament chair, or on a committee, or commit to a weekly task.
Sometimes doing a few subtle things can
make a big difference. Like coming out to
play on a Tuesday or in a tournament to
increase the field, making it more fun for
those who may be more serious about the
competition. Or, like sharing your photos
with those who will then later share them
with the rest of us.

Thank you if you volunteer, thank you if
you just come out and play. I look forward
to seeing you on Tuesdays.

36-hole low gross - August 9 and 16
2022 Club Champion

Slayton, Carter

Harr, Osterholt

Partner’s Best Ball

Two-day best ball, July 12 and 19

1. Donna Carter and Marian
Slayton…net 124
2. Maggie Flecksteiner and Suzanne
Gulick …net 128
3. Jackie Hill and Sandy Pack…net 130

9’ers
1. Sandy Osterholt and Vicki Harr...net 59
2. Gail Beardsley and Michele Blais…net
60
3. Marsha Kneebone and Patty Rangel..
net 61
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Marlene Dresbach - Gross score of 167
Runner Up - Jackie Hill - score 175
Low net - Marlene Dresbach - 139
2nd - Marian Slayton - 141
9’ers

2022 9‘ers Champion

Sandy Osterholt - gross 100
Runner Up - Vickie Harr - score 107
Low net - Sandy Osterholt - 69
2nd - Debbie Durkin - 71

Champ
Osterholt

Champ
Dresbach,
right, and
runner-up
Hill

Aces

July - Donna Carter and Kathy King
August - Chris Brown
September - Marlene Dresbach
9’ers
July - Patty Rangel
August - Debbie Durkin
September - Sandy Osterholt

T

Handicap Corner

Keeping Up With
Your Handicap

hink back to the spring of 2020 when COVID
started and the golf world changed. No rakes in
bunkers, no pulling flagsticks, foam noodles in
the cups and no access to the clubhouse computer to post our scores. If you didn’t already
use an app on your phone to post your scores, you probably learned how to do it pretty quickly. And it turns out,
most of us really like that! Even though we have access to
the club computer again, many of us continue to post on
our phones instead.

I was at Old Greenwood in Truckee this week and they
were giving their posting computer back to the NCGA since
no one there used it anymore. Relax, we aren’t planning
anything that drastic here at Nevada County, but we do
encourage you to continue posting your scores wherever
it’s most convenient for you (and preferably the same day
you play).

If you have been using the myNCGA app to post, you’ve
probably already heard that it is being discontinued as of
October 1st. In its place, the NCGA recommends using the
free USGA GHIN app, which can be found at the App Store
or on Google Play. In addition to score posting, handicap
lookups and stats tracking, the GHIN app also has golf
course GPS and Apple Watch compatibility. Most of our
ladies have always used the GHIN app, since it was the
only one available to us when our handicaps came through
the now defunct PWGA. So, it’s mainly our guys who need
to switch over if you haven’t already.
Course Handicap vs. Handicap Index
Do you know the difference between your Handicap Index
and a Course Handicap? A lot of people use these terms
interchangeably, but let’s look at the differences. Your
Handicap Index (HI) is an “official” number calculated by
GHIN (out to 1 decimal point) that basically reflects your
average score over par during your last 20 rounds. The
system uses your best 8 of those 20 scores and puts them
through a formula to assign you an index. Prior to the
World Handicap System in 2020, GHIN recalculated and
published player handicap indexes twice a month, on the
1st and 15th. While they still “publish” those indexes twice
a month by sending out emails, since 2020 your index can
change nightly, every time you post another round of golf.
Your Course Handicap (CH) changes based on the course
you are playing and the set of tees on that course you are

By

Mary Deardorff
playing from. Course handicap is the
number of strokes you should need to
play to PAR. Your Course Handicap is
always based on your handicap index,
and the course rating and slope of the course you are playing. A woman with a handicap index of 20.2 has a course
handicap of 22 playing from our yellow/red tees, but only a
course handicap of 15 if she plays from the black tees. A
guy with an index of 12.5 has a course handicap of 11 from
our white/blue tees, and 9 from our yellow/red tees.

If you are playing at Nevada County, you probably already
know your course handicap. But if you are playing a different course, its always a good idea to figure out your course
handicap before starting your round. It may help you
decide the best set of tees to play from…or how many
strokes you need to give/get from your playing partner…or
what kind of wager you want to make. And the easiest way
to figure out that course handicap? Your Golf App, of
course. If you don’t already have the GHIN app on your
device, I urge you to give it a try.
Handicap Renewal Time
It’s that time of year again. If you are planning to keep
your handicap active, please pay your 2023 NCGA dues
($40 for existing members) along with your 4th quarter
club dues (See Page 1). If you don’t have a handicap yet
and want to establish one, it’s $50 for new members…and
you get the bonus of a couple extra months in 2022. For
Ladies Club Members, your NCGA dues should be paid
along with your Ladies Club renewal, directly to NCCCWG,
rather than with your club dues.

Reminder on One-Time Assessment

Club members are reminded to pay this year’s one-time
special assessment of $75, which is paying for the recent
paving of the parking lot and roadways at the course. The
one-time assessment, approved by the Board, is due by
Sept. 30. Assessments are $75 for Class A members and
$20 for Class B social members.

New Ad Benches

Have you seen the new advertising benches on the golf
course? Be sure to acknowledge the ads when you see the
owners or visit the establishment.
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On Course

By Peter Chow
Golf Course Superintendent

know that I keep talking about
the weather, but it seems like
every year we are setting new
standards with regards to the
climate. When I started here back in
2003 we were experiencing a very similar weather pattern
that Fall. When I arrived in August of that year, we were in
the middle of a three-week 100+ degree heat wave.
The climactic patterns of the three years preceding 2003
were very similar to our last three years, with below average rainfall all of those years and then more below average
rainfall. The projected forecast for this winter doesn’t look
good. They are forecasting a winter of below average precipitation and above average temperatures.
This does not bode well for our state, as we now need several years of above average precipitation to recharge our
reservoirs and groundwater supplies.

Our golf course lies upon Spring Hill; there is a reason why
they call it Spring Hill. The water table here on the golf
course has dropped dramatically over the last few years, so
much that many of the springs on the course have dried up.
This has changed the way I water the course, as now most
of the water I put down stays in the upper stratus of the
soil profile. The course now requires more water than I
have ever put down. This is at the same time as our NID
water supply is restricted by 20 percent.

Our Fall green aeration didn’t go as smoothly as I had
hoped. One would think that having an extra couple of days
to complete it should have made it a breeze. There was
nothing major, just having to deal with a few minor hiccups
and trying to navigate around the paving project. Yes, we
finally got our driveway repaved! I don’t know when the
last time that was done; I know it hasn’t been done as long
as I’ve been here. Hopefully this will last for years to come.
Now would be a good time to put down a Fall fertilizer on
your lawn. I personally would not put anything down later
than October 1. Your local garden centers can supply what
you need. I do not put anything out on the golf course due
to budgetary constraints.

I know it doesn’t seem possible with the weather we are
currently experiencing, but it won’t be long before our first
frost. Remember, the frost hotline is 530-470-1442.

Keep it in the short grass, Peter
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PRO TIP

W

By Kelly Runkle

e all play the County a lot. It is our home course
and it is fun to play. I remember a teammate of
mine at Sierra College telling me how he hated
playing Sunset Whitney CC in Rocklin (it is closed now).
He said it was boring because he always hit the same club
on every hole and he was getting tired of that. I looked at
him and said, “Then hit a different club off the tee.” He
had a perplexed look on his face. I told him to change the
way he played the hole.

You don’t have to hit driver all the time. Hit a three iron
off the tee and then hit a seven iron. This will allow you to
hit multiple irons on the same hole and give you a different
approach to the green. My teammate started playing a few
rounds that way and started enjoying the course again.
That is something we all could do here at the County to
help improve our games. Stop using the same clubs off the
tee every day, when we are not in a competition, and see if
you can’t enjoy a different golf course. I believe it will
improve your game.
Keep swinging and be at ease over the ball.



Club Pro Earns Slot in
State Pro-Am Tourney

Kudos to Club Pro Kelly Runkle who finished the
2022 season among top 10 PGA golf professionals in the
north state to earn a spot in the NCGA/NCPGA
Hannah/Wehrman Cup Matches Oct. 17-18 at Poppy
Hills.
The matches feature the year’s top Senior NCGA amateur players taking on the top Senior NCPGA professional players in a Ryder Cup-like format.

Kelly, competing in the Senior (50+) Division, played in
seven of 10 qualifying events this year, winning one and
scoring four top tens.

NICE!

The newly paved
and striped
parking lot is
shown in this
panoramic photo
from the second
floor of the
Clubhouse.

(Photo by
Kelly Runkle)

NCCC Calendar
(Tentative)

Here is the tentative NCCC event calendar for the rest of 2022. Please watch for
announcements and confirm later as
dates and times may change.

October

13 Board of Directors Meeting
5:30pm
15 MR. & MRS. CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP, 8am
& NEW MEMBER MIXER, 3-5pm
No Host Bar and Appetizers
Sign up in the Clubhouse
22-23 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
8am both days
29 Fall 9-Hole Glow Ball Tourney
31 Halloween

November

6 Daylight Savings Time ends
10 Board of Directors Meeting
5:30pm
12 NCCC TURKEY SHOOT
8:30am shotgun
24 Thanksgiving (Course Closed)

December

15 Board of Directors Meeting
5:30pm
17 CHAMPIONS DINNER/
GLOW BALL, 2pm
25 Merry Christmas! (Course Closed)



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS !

NCCC welcomes the following new members who have joined the club this
quarter.
CHRIS & STEPHANIE ANDREWS
20222 NEW ROME RD.
NEVADA CITY,CA. 95959
530-913-3162

BOB & DIANNA HARE
1137 RAGAN
GRASS VALLEY,C A. 95949
530-263-9699

BOE BRAUNER
MADAI ESPINDOLA
12634 HONEYDEW LANE
GRASS VALLEY, CA.95945
530-559-2813

CRAIG & TORRIE LAUER
513 FAWCETT ST.
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95949
530-277-8446

DAVE & CHERIE ALFRED
10798 CONE TREE LANE
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-263-4103

KELLY EDWARDS
BEN BODINE
207 CATHERINE LANE
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-913-5387

DANNY & JODIE GODWIN
10448 ROBIN AVE.
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-205-8548

KELLY HANSON
JENNY PORTER
11120 BUTLER RD.
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-680-5369

INDIA LACKEY
P.O. BOX 2552
NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959
530-798-9020

DAVE MURRAY
101 GOLD TUNNEL DR.
NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959
650-924-0356

MIKE & PATTY RHOADES
12216 JOANN WAY
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95949
530-575-4020

KRIS RYAN-JENKINS
10085 BANNER LAVA CAP RD.
NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959
208-440-7320
DANIEL & VERA SMITH
417 PINE ST.
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-575-2940
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ACE!

Mike
Argento
stroked a
hole-in-one
on Mens’ Day, Sept. 14.
The ace came on the
157-yard No. 2.
The feat was witnessed
by Gary Fowler and
Tom Osypowski.

Way to go, Mike!
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