Dues Schedule
APRIL-MAY-JUNE
2020
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Quarterly Dues

$360

HOLE-IN-ONE INSURANCE
None Due at This Time
Cart Trail Fee
$15
Electric Cart Fee
$7.50
Cart Shed Rental
$30
Cart Storage Fee
$20

Class B Membership: $58

Due and Payable
April 1, 2020

Delinquency Fee is $50 for all dues
paid after April 1, 2020. Membership
will be automatically canceled after
31 days for those who have not paid
their quarterly dues, and other applicable fees.



Meet Your 2020
NCCC Board
of Directors

T

he 2020 NCCC Board of Directors is taking care of business following this
year’s annual election. Three new directors joined the board after winning
their seats on an uncontested three-way ballot.

Members of this year’s board (above standing) are Dale Soring and John
Cosenza and (seated) Jim Moran, Board President Mark Ryan and Peter
Carland. Not present for the group photo were (insets, from left) Chris Hart
and Brian O’Brien.
The board’s regular monthly meetings on held in the Clubhouse at 5pm on the
second Thursday of each month. Members are welcome to attend and participate in the board meetings.

Photo Page on NCCC
Mexico Trip: Page 7

From The Pro

T

By Kelly Runkle

his newsletter signals the fact
that I have been at Nevada
County Country Club for one
year. I will say that it has been a great year for me, and our
club is headed in the right direction. We have been through
some up and downs over the course of the year. We have
seen rain that did not allow us on the course until almost
June, a summer that was the hottest on record, power outages during wind events, an early snowstorm that closed the
course a few days and finally a February that brought no
rain. I am hoping that the coming year becomes more “normal” in weather and we continue to grow our membership.

The season starts in March and as I write this, we are coming off the first significant rain since December. We have a
lot on the calendar with the Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
Mar. 14, Glow Ball Scramble Mar. 20 and finally the Skip
Cassulo Memorial Golf Tournament Mar. 28.
See the
Calendar of Events for 2020 (Page 3). We should have a fun
filled year of golf and activities.

We are going to be increasing the number of informational
emails we send out to the membership to inform everyone of
what is happening at the club. I would like to ask everyone
to update their contact information. Please provide me with
your current mailing address, home phone and cell phone,
and email addresses (members of the family as well). Please
email me your responses at kelly@nevadacountygolf.com
or drop of your responses on a sheet of paper at the
Clubhouse.

The Hole in One Tradition
Rob Barker made a hole in one at the club this month.
Since he has Hole-in-One insurance, he was able to buy a
round of drinks for all members who played that day and
who were members of the hole-in-one club. It got me to
thinking how the tradition of buying drinks started. There is
a tremendous amount of controversy regarding how this tradition started and where, exactly, it began. Here's one theory I found on a Google search: “You might think that a game
with such a long history would have its traditions rooted
centuries ago in the old country, but as it happens, this custom began within the past century right here on our (U.S.)
shores. In fact, on our Western shore at a place called Pebble
Beach. Pebble Beach Golf Links was opened in 1919, right in
the middle of Prohibition. As you might expect, Prohibition
was a law that generally applied to those who could not
afford to get around it. Basically, if you could afford to play
Pebble Beach, you could afford to get the good stuff and
(Please See From the Pro, Page 3)
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Obituary

Skip Cassulo
1958-2020

Longtime NCCC member and employee
Skip Cassulo died Feb. 12 in Roseville
where he had been hospitalized following a heart attack. He was 62.

Curtis Dean “Skip” Cassulo was born in
Grass Valley Jan. 25, 1958. He was an avid sportsman,
golfer and an assistant in the NCCC Clubhouse for the past
11 years.
Skip’s popularity at the club and in the greater community
was demonstrated by the overflow, standing-room-only
crowd that turned out for his Celebration of Life Mar. 1 at
the Nevada City Elks Lodge.

Skip Cassulo Memorial Golf Tournament

Saturday, Mar. 28, 2020
Shotgun Starts: 8am and 1pm
Four-Person Scramble
$125 per player (includes golf, tee prizes, on-course drinks
and lunch. Awards to 3 top teams in each shotgun.)
All proceeds will go to help with Skip’s medical expenses
Sign up in the Clubhouse

Barker Bags Another Ace

Some guys have all the luck... Or is it all
the skill...? Rob Barker scored another
hole-in-one Mar. 1 on Hole No. 14. It was
his fourth career ace, and the second in
three months!

Nevada County Country Club
NEWSLETTER

Volume 21 • Number 2
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Grass Valley, CA 95945

nevadacountygolf.com.

Please submit news, photos, tourney results,
holes in one, etc. to the Clubhouse or
email: ncnews@sbcglobal.net
Editor: Dave Carter
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NCCC Calendar
2020

Here is the NCCC event calendar for 2020. Please confirm later as dates and times may change.
March
20 MARCH MADNESS GLOW
BALL TOURNEY 6:30pm
28 SKIP CASSULO MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

April
2 Greens to be aerified
9 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
11 KICKOFF TOURNAMENT 8am
12 Easter Sunday
17 GLOW BALL TOURNAMENT
25 Local NCGA ZONE
QUALIFIER 18 Holes
May
9 MAY CUP TOURNAMENT 8am
10 Mothers Day
14 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
14 Tuesday Night Twilight
League Starts
15 SPRING GLOW BALL
25 Memorial Day
June
9 LADIES INVITATIONAL
11 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
13 HARLEY FRINK MEMORIAL
SENIOR TOURNAMENT 8am
16-18 JUNIOR GOLF CLINIC
21 Father’s Day

July
4 PATRIOTS TOURNAMENT 8am
4 PATRIOTS DAY BARBECUE
1:30pm
9 Ladies Travel League 8am
9 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
August

8 AUGUST TOURNAMENT 8am
13 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
22-23 NCCC MEN’S INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT 8am both days.
September
8 Greens to be aerified
8 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm. Clubhouse
21-22 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
8am Shotgun Start both days

October
8 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
10 COUPLES CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP 8am
17 Pet Food Pantry Fundraiser
30 Glow Ball
31 Halloween
November
1 Daylight Savings Ends
12 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
14 NCCC TURKEY SHOOT
8:30am Shotgun Start
20 Glow Ball
28 Happy Thanksgiving!
Course Closed

December
10 Board of Directors Meeting
5pm Clubhouse
19 NCCC CHRISTMAS PARTY
2pm Clubhouse
25 Merry Christmas!
Course Closed

From The Pro - Cont’d From Page 2

knew where to get it. James B. Marker was the fortunate player
who knocked in an ace on the par 3 17th on March 21, 1921. The
hole played considerably shorter than the 178 yards it boasts
today. After celebrating his luck with his playing partners, he
offered to procure a snort of "the good stuff" for his group. One of
his opponents in the four-ball match reportedly said, "Why don't
you buy a shot for the whole **** clubhouse, you lucky SOB?"
Marker accepted the challenge and the 21 gentlemen waiting in
the clubhouse (there was no "bar" at that time) were treated to
imported Canadian Whiskey courtesy of James B. Marker.
Ironically, it was not the first hole-in-one scored at PB, or for Mr.
Marker, for that matter. Nor was it his last. He recorded yet another ace on the same hole, only this time he did it in 1936, three
years after the 21st Amendment. By this time, the tradition had
taken hold, and Marker was allowed to recreate his generosity,
only legally." Let me know your theories on how this tradition
began… If you are not in the Hole-In-One Club, please sign up.
The fee is $5 per member and we announce the need to replenish
in our quarterly newsletters.

President’s Podium
By Mark Ryan

Ola!

O

nce again I am honored to be selected as the
President of your Board of Directors. This year will
be my last of four years. I can’t say enough about
how much I appreciate all of the support from our membership.
Kim and I are beside ourselves with the loss of “Skippy.”
We miss his smile, laughter and most of all his friendship.
He had such passion and love for our Country Club. RIP
Friend.

We welcome new board members and say goodbye to others as well. There are many thanks to go out. Our newly
elected directors are Brian O’Brien, Dale Soring and
Jim Moran. They each bring plenty of purpose and energy. Each of them bring different experiences and perspectives that will help tremendously as we move forward as a
club. I look forward to new ideas, proposals and working
together.
When we say hello to new board
members, we must say goodbye
and thank you to others. I want
to thank outgoing directors
Sandy Pack and Chris
Brown. I appreciate your leadership and dedication. We
accomplished a lot during your
tenures. We also must say goodbye to Bill Roach. Bill has been
on the board for six years, he
has been a catalyst to the sucBill Roach
cess of our club over this period
Thanks for 6 years
of time. He personally helped
service on the board
guide me in the beginning and
strongly supported me over the
last three years. I appreciate his integrity as well as his
honesty. Thank you Bill. I also want to thank Donna
Roach for her support of Bill.

Last but not least, I want to thank Ron Gaynor, Jeff
Liddle and John Odom for volunteering to help out at
the club during the Mexico trip. Also a big thanks to
Vickie Harr for running the operations during the trip.

Thanks, Mark
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Ladies Golf Group News

ongratulations to our new Board officers, who
were installed during the Christmas Luncheon:
Chris Elko, Captain, Sandy Pack, CoCaptain and PWGA/Club Rep., Val Flood,
Secretary, Kathy King, Treasurer, Debbie
Durkin, 9ers Rep. and Chris Brown, Tournament.
Thank you, to the many others members who have volunteered to serve on numerous committees.

Lounge Project
We started the year off by taking on a big project- evaluating the need to upgrade the Women's Lounge/Restroom
area. Identifying the scope of work, getting bids, and conducting a survey of our Women's Club members about
their opinions, has given us a good foundation for moving
forward. We all agree that a priority is to maintain the historical integrity of the rooms.

Some of our Board members attended the Sacramento
NCGA/PWGA Regional Workshop in February. We became
more familiar with the new Handicap system, as well as
getting a refresher on the new rules from last year. If you
have questions or concern about these topics, please contact your Women's Board members and they can point you
in the right direction. A big take away from the Workshop
was: POST YOUR SCORE ON THE DAY YOU PLAY.

Captain’s
Corner
By Chris Elko

Our First Business Luncheon will be April 7. Kelly will
present an on the course review of the rules that we most
often get confused and clarify the new rules. This will be
followed by a “friendly” chipping and putting contest, comprised of a random team of a 9er and 18-holer. Cash
awards! If it rains, there is a rumor that the 9ers might
school the rest of us on those fun card and dice games that
they play after golf. This will be one of the two Business
Luncheons we have, so it's important that you be there.
We'd like input from all of our members.
If you have been debating about joining our Women's Golf
Group, please show up and find out what a fun golf group
(of all abilities) we are. Contact Sherrie Rankin (9138946) or Chris Elko (277-0350)
Chris Brown and Kandice Kelly have already been
busy planning our 50th, yes 50th! , Annual Invitational.

Ladies Board, 2020

2020 Ladies
January Ace
Marian Slayton
9’ers: Vickie Harr

February Ace
Donna Carter
9’ers: Sandy Osterholt
March Ace
Sandy Pack
9’ers: Debbie Durkin

UPCOMING EVENTS

Leaders of the Ladies Golf Group for 2020 are, from left, Debbie Durkin,
Sandy Pack, Kathy King, Chris Elko, Captain; Val Flood and Chris Brown.
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Memorial Tournament
April 21 and 28
Captains Cup
May 19 and 26
Ladies Invitational
Celebrating 50 Years
June 9
More information to come in April.
Time to line up your guests.

Handicap Corner

T

Understanding the New
Handicap System

he year 2020 opened with the introduction of the
new World Handicap System (WHS). After a shaky
start with a few system issues, things have settled
down and I think most of us are getting comfortable with
the changes. Let's just review some of the main ones.

Handicaps are updated nightly (if you played and posted
that day). Email revisions are still sent on the 1st and 15th
of every month, and our club tournaments will still be
based on one of those day's indexes. But you can look up
your daily index for use in your own games.

The math is different. Your index is now based on 100 percent of the best 8 scoring differentials in your last 20
rounds. New golfers can get a handicap with as little as 3
rounds of golf (54 holes total, whether they were played as
9 or 18 holes at a time). A “complete” scoring record is
still your last 20 scores. Once you have 20 scores, for each
new score you add the oldest one drops off.

Maximum Handicap Index for both Men and Women is 54.
That translates to a Course Handicap at NCCC of 56 for
Men playing from the white/blue tees and of 59 for Women
playing from the yellow/red tees.

Maximum Hole Score has replaced Equitable Stroke
Control (ESC). This adjustment (for posting purposes
only) is still designed to prevent one or two “blow-up”
holes from impacting your handicap too severely. But now
your maximum hole score on any hole is NET DOUBLE
BOGEY. That number can be different for each hole,
depending on the par PLUS the handicap strokes you are
entitled to on that hole. This takes some getting used to,
but I think the easiest way to calculate this is to start with
GROSS DOUBLE BOGEY, then add your Handicap Strokes
for that hole. So the maximum will always start as a 5 on
a Par 3, a 6 on a Par 4 and a 7 on a Par 5. And then you
ADD whatever handicap strokes you get on a particular
hole to come up with the final number. IF you get 1 handicap stroke on a particular hole, then your max score for
that hole would be 6 (on a par 3 - double bogey +1), 7 (on a
par 4 - double bogey +1), or 8 (on a par 5 - double bogey
+1). If you get 2 handicap strokes on a particular hole,
then your max for that hole would be 7, 8 or 9 (for a par 3,
4 or 5). And if you get 3 strokes on a particular hole, your
max is 8, 9 or 10, again starting with the par of the hole,
adding 2 strokes for gross double bogey, and then adding
your handicap strokes for that hole.

By

Mary Deardorff

Your Course Handicap is now tied to
Par, not to the Course Rating. Prior to
the WHS, course handicaps were actually tied to the Course Rating, and
your handicap indicated the amount of strokes you needed
to play down to that number. Now your course handicap is
based on the number of strokes needed to play down to
Par. If you play a course where the course rating is higher
than the par, your course handicap is now higher. If you
play a course where the course rating is lower than par,
your handicap is lower.
What hasn't changed? Your responsibilities as a golfer
with a USGA handicap index, so let's review those too.

• Post ALL your rounds (whether at home or away) played
under the Rules of Golf, as soon as possible after completion. This is not optional. You don't get to pick and choose
which rounds you post, and you don't get to collect scorecards and wait until you have a bunch to enter them. Post
promptly, ideally the same day you play.
• Try to make the best score you can on every hole in every
round (i.e. don't manipulate your score in any way to affect
your index.)
• Post your score accurately. Understand any adjustments
that should be made to your gross score BEFORE posting.
Adjustments are made for things like unfinished holes,
conceded strokes, holes not played and the new Maximum
Hole Score.
• Review your index for accuracy and report any errors. If
you have posted a score in error, you cannot fix it yourself.
But we can! Please ask a member of our handicap committee for help.
Every player who participates in our club events (ladies
and men's club and all club tournaments) must have an
index through NCCC, even if you also have an index somewhere else (an e-club, SIRS, or another golf course). If you
choose not to have an index through us, we will ask you to
play to scratch (i.e. no handicap) in our club events.

Before posting your rounds, please take an extra look at
your scorecard and remember to make any adjustments
necessary. If you have any questions about these adjustments or anything else related to handicapping, please feel
free to ask one of us. We want our members to understand
their handicaps, rather than just guessing at what all those
numbers mean.
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On Course

By Peter Chow, Golf Course Superintendent

ho would ever have
thought that I'd be watering the tees and greens in
February? I probably don't have to
tell you that this was the driest
February on record. It was in fact
the first time we have had a February without any measurable rainfall. What does that mean for us? In the short
term, nothing. As you have noticed, your drives are probably rolling farther and the greens are quite a bit faster. In
the long term, we are probably looking at some serious
water restrictions throughout the summer if we do not
receive some substantial snowfall up the hill. NID is holding a meeting later this month to discuss this issue.

Drainage Improvements
On the upside, the mild weather has allowed us to get some
drainage work done. We added a couple of drains on No. 1
and we repaired the main 20-inch drain to the side of the
No. 7 green. We have also been able to add some sprinkler
heads to areas that I have been wanting to do for the last
14 years, but for some reason just have not been able to get
around to them.
If you have a lawn at home, now is the time to think about
putting out your fertilizer with pre-emergent herbicide. Is
applying a pre-emergent herbicide necessary? After spend-

NEW MEMBERS

NCCC welcomes these new members
who have joined the club this quarter.
Please add their information to your
Club Directory
DAVID & MARY GILL
16610 LOG CABIN TRAIL
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
gill.mary@yahoo.com
RAYMOND ORTIZ
210 SUTTON WAY #127
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
yargod29@icloud.com

CAROLINE DOMBEY
19406 SCOTTS FLAT ROAD
NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959
ccdombey@gmail.com
JEFF MOOERS
15653 NAMES DRIVE
GRASS VALLEY,CA. 95949
530-615-1738
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ing the first 20 years of my career in the Truckee/Tahoe
area, I didn't think so. There are many weeds here at the
lower elevations that I did not have to contend with up
there. Upon coming here, it was common practice to apply
a spring fertilizer with pre-emergent, and I kept up with
that practice up until a few years ago. In the attempt to
save money that application was eliminated; that is when I
noticed the need for that pre-emergent application, as the
course was invaded with crabgrass. We have now re-introduced the pre-emergent application to our maintenance
budget, and the crabgrass is once again kept at bay.

A Well Fed Lawn Needs Less Water
One other thing to consider, if we are put on water restrictions community-wide, keeping your lawn at home well fed
will help it survive on less water. Our local home improvement centers have everything you will need to have your
lawn come out of winter looking lush and weed-free.
This is March, so that means that our spring aeration is
fast approaching. This year aeration is planned on
Thursday, April 2. The course will be closed that day.



Keep it in the Short Grass,
Peter

Pro Tip/Thought of the Month

I

By Kelly Runkle

n the game of golf, players struggle a lot on the direction the ball goes.
They will hit the ball to the left one time and then on the next hole hit it to
the right. When working with students, I see a common thread of the student not being aware of his or her alignment.

A simple way to address the alignment issue is to use alignment sticks to see
where you are aimed. Take two alignment sticks or two irons in your set and
place one stick or iron on your toes and the other to the outside of the golf ball.
(If you are using your irons, the grip end should be pointing towards your target.) The lines formed by the two alignment sticks should be parallel to each
other. Think of it as though you had two railroad tracks running towards your
target, the two lines should never cross. When students struggle with alignment, the two lines are crossing each other at some point. This will then lead to
adjustments in their swings to make the ball go towards the target. Having a
clear understanding of your alignment will allow for a free swing of the club.
You may find it strange at first, but you are now training your body and your
eyes what the correct alignment at address should be when swinging the club.

Cabo Sunset for the NCCC Travelers

Warm Winter Golf for Lisa Curry and
Marsha Kneebone

A 26-member crew from NCCC accompanied Club Pro Kelly Runkle on a
Feb. 19-26 getaway to San Jose Del
Cabo, Mexico.

A Swim-Up Bar, Too

Kelly set up the trip with International
Leisure Travel (ILT) of Marin County.
The all-inclusive package included
charter airfare, lodging at the Secrets
Resort and rounds of golf at three
resorts.

Lots of Food, Drink and Fun

On a Ride Through the Countryside,
Jim Knott Found a Friend

It was a great trip and Kelly promised
to look into another excursion for next
year.

High Fives all Around from
Board President Mark Ryan

A Message From Mark and Kim Ryan
and Cindy and Mike Argento
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