CLASSIC GOLF IN THE SIERRA FOOTHILLS: SINCE 1950

Nevada
County

Country Club
Newsletter

Dues Schedule
APRIL-MAY-JUNE 2018

Volume 19 • Number 2

Quarterly Dues

$310

HOLE-IN-ONE INSURANCE
None Due
at This Time
Cart Trail Fee
$15
Electric Cart Fee
$7.50
Cart Shed Rental
$30
Cart Storage Fee
$20

Class B Membership: $50

Due and Payable
April 1, 2018
Delinquency Fee is $50 for all dues
paid after April 10, 2018. Membership
will be automatically canceled after
31 days for those who have not paid
their quarterly dues, and other applicable fees.



Your NCCC Board, 2018

Seated, from left, Board President Mark Ryan, Bill Roach, Jorgen Jensen, Chris
Hart. Standing, Peter Carland, Christine Lawicki. Inset, Sandy Pack

New Directors Join Board

The club’s 2018 election of officers has been completed and two new members have
taken their seats on the Board of Directors. The board welcomes Christine Lawicki
and Chris Hart, who are beginning their two-year terms. Bill Roach was reelected to
a new two-year term and Sandy Pack was elected after being appointed last year to fill
a board vacancy.

Board Areas of Responsibility

Mark Ryan
Board President, Clubhouse

Sandy Pack
Swimming Pool

Peter Carland
Secretary, Membership

Christine Lawicki
Tournaments, Social

Bill Roach
Vice President, Carts & Paths

Jorgen Jensen
Treasurer

Chris Hart
Golf Course

From the Pro

By Mike Rademaker, PGA

A

s I write this, it’s raining cats
and dogs. I know we need
the rain. It doesn’t do much
for business but, thankfully,
spring is right around the corner.

Speaking of spring, we are making preparations for the upcoming season including the swimming pool. Now is a good time to
review our pool rules and regulations. First, there is no lifeguard
on duty and we swim at our own risk. Secondly, no one should
swim alone; always have someone else with you at the pool in
case of an emergency. Remember, the pool is for members and
their guests only. Each member can bring up to four guests.
The pool will be available for private parties in the evenings
after six o’clock and you can reserve the pool with us at the
Clubhouse. Currently there is a $25 usage fee plus a cleaning
deposit of $30.
This is also a good time to go over a few things regarding the
use of the golf course. Pace of play is always an issue when the
course gets busy. Everything will go smoothly if everyone can
remember one thing – keep up with the group in front of you. If
you do have to look for a lost ball or if your group is falling
behind the group in front of you look behind you! If there is a
group waiting for your group and there is a gap in front of you,
you must let the group behind you play through or, pick up and
move back into position behind the group in front of you.
While we are playing, it is our responsibility to take care of the
course. Specifically, please remember to repair ball marks on the
green, (yours and one other), replace divots or fill them with
sand and seed, and please follow proper power cart etiquette –
no carts within 30 feet of greens unless on a cart path, no carts
off paths on par 3’s and please keep carts on paths around the
tees. And, of course, check in at the Clubhouse before play to
see what the cart rules of the day are such as carts on paths only
or, the 90 degree rule. By the way, the 90 degree rule is defined
as driving your cart 90 degrees from the cart path to your ball,
then straight back to the cart path after you hit your shot. And,
one last reminder – for those of you who smoke during your
round, please dispose of your cigarette butts in the trash. No one
likes to play golf on a course littered with cigarette and cigar
butts.

$20 Per Quarter

Dues Increase:

Less than 25 Cents a Day
A dues increase to $310 per quarter, effective April 1, 2018, has
been approved by the NCCC Board of Directors.
This is the first increase since 2015 and is necessary for the club
to keep up with the increasing costs of doing business. The
club’s financial issues are related to declining membership, aging
infrastructure and the need to replace critical equipment.
The $20 increase (from $290 per quarter) breaks down to about
$6.66 per month, or about the price of a cup of coffee at some of
today’s prices. That’s $1.67 per week, or less than 25 cents per
day, a small price to pay for membership in a great club.
The board also voted to increase dues for Class B membership
by $5, to $50 per quarter.

Year’s First
Tourney is Apr. 14
It’s time to sign up for the
2018 NCCC Kickoff
Tournament, the club’s first
tourney of the year.
The event is scheduled for
Saturday, Apr. 14, beginning
with an 8am shotgun start.
Entry is $15 per player; sign
up now in the Clubhouse.

Hopefully, the late snows of
March will be long gone and
great conditions will prevail for
this year’s Kickoff Tournament.
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The golf course is currently in great shape and I am sure Peter
and his crew will keep it that way, and with a little help from us,
the course will be in great shape all summer long.

Thanks for your attention,
Michael Rademaker PGA
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Please submit news, photos, tourney results, holes in one, etc.
to the newsletter box in the Clubhouse or
email: ncnews@sbcglobal.net
Editor: Dave Carter
(530) 265-NEWS (6397)

Bench Party

Celebrate Ken’s Bench on Apr. 28

President’s Podium
By Mark Ryan

he family of the late Ken Dolan is
inviting members and friends of
Nevada County Country Club to
attend a “Ken’s Bench Event” at the club on
Saturday, Apr. 28, beginning at 4pm. Hors
d’oeuvres will be served in the dining room
and bar area.

T

Ken’s bench has been installed in front of
the grapevine on the No. 3 tee box. The
bench was donated by Grace Dolan and
several friends in loving memory of Ken.

Mark Ryan Leads Board
Ken Dolan

Ken, who died in 2015, was a longtime club member and leader
who loved golf and the camaraderie at NCCC. He served two
terms on the board including a year as Board President in 2001.
He was retired from a 30-year career with SPD.

I

am honored to be the new president of the board. I had a
great experience last year as tournament director and
enjoyed so much support from you, the members, and look
forward to the same support in 2018.
Thanks to Past Directors, Welcome New Directors

First of all, I would like to thank Brad Branstad and Bob
Alvarez for their leadership and due diligence as board members. I would like to welcome incoming directors Chris Hart,
Christine Lawicki and Sandy Pack. They come with lots of
energy and ideas. It should be fun.

These words are inscribed on the Ken’s Bench plaque:
Ken Dolan
1933-2015
Golf is not a matter of life and death.
It is much more important than that.

Business Membership
Golf For Employers, Employees

T

o serve the local business community, NCCC offers a
Business Membership program. The program allows
local businesses to purchase membership cards (a minimum
of two) that can be shared among the firm’s employees. The
business will provide up to two authorized employee names
for each laminated card.
The first two membership cards are priced at 85 percent of
normal memberships, the third card is at 70 percent, the
fourth is at 60 percent and five or more cards are priced at 50
percent of standard membership. There is no initiation fee.
For example, a small business purchasing two Business
Memberships would see an annual price of $2108, which
covers unlimited golf for four people plus 12 guest passes. A
larger business might purchase five cards which would
authorize golf for 10 employees with 30 guest passes for an
annual cost of $3100.
Business Memberships include normal member privileges,
including six guest passes (at $10 per round) per year, but do
not include voting, serving on the board or golf cart usage.
Participation requires the business to have a Federal Tax ID
number and payment in advance. No refunds will be offered
to any business that allows its cards to be misused.

As we strive to enhance our golf course, we have made some
operational changes. Mike Rademaker is solely responsible for
the day-to-day operations of the Clubhouse. Peter Chow is
solely responsible for the golf course itself. This is to ensure better operations of both. Mike and Peter are individually responsible to the board.
There are action plan forms at the front desk. I strongly suggest
using this as an avenue for a quick response to address any
issues you may have. As a board, we will take theses ideas seriously and act accordingly.

‘We have a strong need for new equipment’
We have a strong need for new equipment. You may have
noticed we have tested some demo equipment from different
manufacturers, with more to come. When the trial run is over we
as the board will take very seriously the offers and strive to do
what is in the best interests of our club. Hopefully we will have
this done by May.
Has anyone noticed the No. 1 tee box? This is the highest priority on the course and will soon be taken care of.
I’m looking forward to the challenges of 2018. It’s going to be
fun. If you haven’t volunteered in the past, I’m asking that we as
individuals do something extra this year. We always need help
and you’re just the person we need!
Hoping everyone is happy...

Thanks, Mark
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Ladies Golf Group News

A

s I am typing this article, we are at the beginning
of rain/low snow and a cold spell. I don’t think
we will be playing dry golf for at least a month
or so. Before this “winter” weather arrived it had
been absolutely fantastic for the last month, perfect for going down the hill and playing golf courses down in the
valley. If you wait for the warmer weather, it becomes agonizingly hot to go down the hill and play. A few of us have gone to
a couple of courses and have totally enjoyed our day of golf,
then a nice lunch. When the weather warms up again, I will try
to find some “deals” on line and we can go
play some of the many courses in the valley.
Our course was in pretty good shape for winter. It had dried out and was mowed. I tried
to play as much as possible, but now it is
under snow. Anxiously awaiting spring.

of us can help in various and sundry ways.
Another project we have talked about is
building steps down to tee box No. 5. This
also will be done by volunteer help. We
have a very active board and there will be
plenty of opportunities for all of us to volunteer to help our club. I hope to see you out
there with us.

Captain’s
Corner

For the women, this is the first year we paid dues and are members of the NCGA (Northern California Golf
Association). I understand there are a lot of discounts at golf courses if you are a member of
the NCGA. Be sure to inquire about a discount
when you travel around Northern California
playing golf. Your GHIN number is your member number. The courses can always look it up
in the data base. Sounds like a pretty good deal.
Sandy Pack

By
Going to the PWGA workshop luncheon was
quite informative. I can really appreciate all
the work these gals do for our clubs. We should all participate as
much as we can in the play days. It gives us a chance to play
other courses and meet new people from other clubs. Check out
the play day schedule on the board in the ladies restroom.
Elections to the NCCC Board of Directors have been completed.
We had 4 openings, 4 candidates. Bill Roach, Sandy Pack,
Christine Lawicki, and Chris Hart filled the positions. With
new fresh ideas I am looking forward to a very busy year at the
club.
Some of the projects we are working on are re-siding the front
side of the pool building and rebuilding the fence. I have estimated the cost of materials at around $300-$500. We are going
to use volunteer help in re-siding and painting. That means all

Tip From the Pro:

T

his issue’s tip is: Review the
rules of golf. You can find all
kinds of information regarding
the rules of golf at www.usga.org.
Look for the rules tab at the top of the page.

I am looking forward to getting our club together and playing on
a regular basis. I miss our members that go south for the winter.
I can’t blame them for going to warmer weather. Hope to see
you all soon…FORE!!!!!

Ladies Invitational is June 12
See Page 8 for Details

By Mike Rademaker, PGA

Rule Changes on
Tap for 2019

The rules are set to change in 2019. That is
only nine months away and there are some
significant changes. I will list a few of them here to pique your
curiosity. One of my favorites is that we will be allowed to tamp
down spike marks in our putting line on the green. I have
always thought it was unfair to have to putt over someone else’s
damage on the green.
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There is not a lot going on around the course or Clubhouse since
“winter” finally arrived. I am heading to the desert for about 10
days and I am going to soak up sunshine and play as much golf
as possible. This is a good time to go to your “Silver Sneakers”
classes so you are getting some exercise during this cold weather. It will keep you invigorated and moving.

Also, there will no longer be a penalty for
hitting the flagstick with a ball played from
the putting green. So, if your playing partner forgets to take the flagstick out of the
hole you don’t have to worry about it.
There will also be no penalty for hitting the
ball twice with the same stroke. (Remember
Two Chip Chen?) And, for those of you
who suffer a panic attack when trying to hit the ball out of a
bunker, you will be able to drop a ball outside of the bunker
(back along a line where it went in) with a 2 stroke penalty.
This is just a small sample of the changes coming next year so
go to the website and check out the list, it’s really interesting.

Handicap Corner

Lots of Changes Come
to Handicap System

By
Mary Deardorff

W

hat’s new in the world of handicapping?
Effective January 1, 2018, everyone at
our club now gets their GHIN handicap
index through the Northern California
Golf Association (NCGA). This is a byproduct of a decision the USGA made to
partner with only one “full-service” association in each geographic area. The NCGA along with the PWGA & WGANC
(the two women’s golf associations in Northern California)
signed an agreement to work together for the next two years
toward a possible merger in 2020. In the meantime, that means
women at our club get the benefit of membership in BOTH
organizations.
If you are new to the NCGA, check out their website
(www.ncga.org) and pay attention to lots of great discounts and
member-only events available in the Membership Section.
Another change effective this year is that all future Course
Ratings will be done by NCGA rating teams comprised of both
male and female raters (who transferred from PWGA and
WGANC rating teams). While men’s and women’s tees have
been rated separately in the past, going forward mixed ratings
will be the norm, although it will take a few years for all the
courses to get in sync in terms of when they are due for re-rating. For our course, it will be a few years before any of our tees
are due for a new rating.
World Handicap System in 2020
Part of the reason the USGA wanted to partner with fewer organizations was to make the transition to the proposed new World
Handicap System (WHS) easier. That change is currently
planned for January of 2020.

Why go to a world handicap system?
Mike Davis, CEO of the USGA explains it
like this: “For some time, we’ve heard
golfers say, ‘I’m not good enough to have
a handicap,’ or ‘I don’t play enough to
have a handicap.’ We want to make the right decisions now to
encourage a more welcoming and social game. We’re excited to
be taking another important step – along with modernizing golf’s
rules – to provide a pathway into the sport, making golf easier to
understand and more approachable and enjoyable for everyone to
play.”
You can check out more information on both the NCGA and
USGA websites. Some of the new features of the WHS include:
• A minimal number of scores needed to obtain a new handicap – probably just 54 holes (in any combination of 18 or 9 hole
rounds)
• Using just the best 8 of your last 20 rounds (currently the
number is 10 of the last 20)
• A calculation that considers the impact that abnormal course
and weather conditions might have on a player’s performance
each day, and adjusts the differential accordingly. (think winter
wet and soggy conditions on our course)
• A limit of “net double bogey” on each hole, replacing the
current ESC (equitable stroke control) for handicap purposes
only.
• A maximum index of 54.0, regardless of gender, to encourage more golfers to measure and track their performance via a
handicap.
As always, if you have any questions about handicapping or how
to obtain a handicap if you want to get started, a member of our
club Handicap Committee will be happy to help you.

Welcome New Members

!

GO FIGURE...

NCCC extends a warm welcome to the following new members who have joined the club in
recent weeks. Please add their contact information to your club directories.
JIM & NANCY TRUSLOW
13793 SAJOURNERS LANE
GRASS VALLEY, CA. 95945
530-263-7599



JOE BONCHONSKY
11620 LITTLE DEAR CREEK LANE
NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959
310-200-7441

Golf's a hard game to figure. One day you'll go
out and slice it and shank
it, hit into all the traps
and miss every green.
The next day you go out
and for no reason at all
your game really stinks!

-anonymous
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On Course

By Peter Chow, Golf Course Superintendent

I

don't
know
about you
but I'm
having a
difficult time trying to track the weather and trying to find
any sort of pattern to the weather from
year to year. The only thing I can say for
certain is that the climate is changing
from year to year. That's right I said it,
“CLIMATE CHANGE.” It's hard to
argue that the climate is not changing
when we (globally) are constantly experiencing such extreme weather at both ends
of the spectrum. This is just what the scientists have been predicting, that with climate change we will experience more
extreme winters and hotter/dryer summers.
It's that time of the year again! We are
scheduled to aerate our greens on
Thursday, Apr. 5. Hopefully the weather
and equipment will cooperate with us.
The course will be closed that day.
Why do we aerate? Aerification is a very

Ladies Group News

important cultural practice that helps to
ensure the health of the turf. As wet as
this course gets in the winter, the root
zone seals up from the excess moisture
and foot traffic, not allowing the proper
exchange of gases down in the root zone.
The result is a general decline in the
health of the turf. As drier weather
resumes, these once overly wet areas are
now hydrophobic (dry), completely sealed
up, not allowing air, water and nutrients to
get down to the root zone. Aerification
helps to alleviate this problem. We try to
aerate twice per year during times when
the turf is actively growing (to allow for
faster recovery) and when it will least disrupt play. Hence, spring and fall.
There is a new greenskeeper on our crew;
his name is Quinn. He is fresh out of
Nevada Union HS and is enthusiastic,
eager, and intelligent, and big and strong,
and hopefully will stick around for at least
a couple of years.

9 Hole Group

GOLF LESSON FEES

NCCC Online

45 min. Private, Single Lesson
30 min. Private, Single Lesson
45 min. Private, Single Lesson
1-1/2 hr. Group Lesson
Series of 6 beginning private lessons:
Series of 6 beginning private lessons:
Series of 6 beginning private lessons:

nevadacountycountryclub.com.
Club News • Event Announcements
Men’s Club • Ladies Club
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Keep it in the short grass, Peter

M

18 Hole Group

470-1442

As I am writing this, we are experiencing
some late season snowstorms. Hopefully,
this will end soon and we can resume a
more “normal” spring.

ake this the year you resolve to take your golf
game to new heights. Learn to hit every club better. Consider some golf lessons with Club Pro and
PGA Professional Mike Rademaker.

Sandy Osterholt

* Now Including
Cart Rules of The Day

Update on No. 1
Now that spring is fast approaching, completing the No. 1 tee project is back to the
top of the priority list. As I've stated previously, we are looking to more than double the teeing area. As warmer/drier
weather resumes, you should see more
activity there. We are looking to complete
it by late spring.

Ready Your Game for 2018

February ACES

(Frost Delay, etc.)

We are currently testing out some utility
vehicles and greensmowers over the next
few weeks. Hopefully, we will have a
deal worked out by the end of April.

We are currently repairing the transmission on one of our Cushman utility vehi-

Maggie Flecksteiner

* HOTLINE:

cles. Hopefully we are more successful
this time around. All of our other equipment has been serviced and is ready to go
for the season.



Adults $45
Juniors $25
Adult/Jr. twosome $55
$35 per student
Adult $200
Juniors $120
Adult/Jr. twosome $225

CLINICS
Mike Rademaker is offering special group clinics by request this
year, teaching all phases of the game. Beginning this spring, the
clinics are designed for four to six participants and will be held at
5:30pm on Thursdays.

MARCH

NCCC Calendar for 2018

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner

APRIL

April 1
Easter Sunday

April 5
Green Aeration
(Course Closed)

April 12
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

April 14
NCCC KICKOFF TOURNAMENT
8am shotgun start
April 21-22
NCGA ZONE QUALIFIER
8am shotgun start both days
April 28
Ken Dolan Bench Party

MAY

May 10
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

May 12
NCCC TWO BEST BALLS OF THE
FOURSOME TOURNAMENT
8am shotgun start
May 13
Mother’s Day

May 28
Memorial Day

JUNE

June 9
NCCC HARLEY FRINK SENIOR
TOURNAMENT. 8am shotgun start

June 12
LADIES INVITATIONAL

OCTOBER

June 17
Father’s Day

October 11
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

June 14
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

October 6
NCCC MR. & MRS. CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP
8am shotgun start

June 18-19-20
(Mon.-Tues.-Wed.)
ANNUAL NCCC JUNIOR GOLF CLINIC

October 13
Pet Food Pantry Fundraiser

JULY

July 7
NCCC PATRIOTS TOURNAMENT (8am)
and BARBEQUE (1:30pm)
July 12
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

AUGUST

August 4
NCCC AUGUST TOURNAMENT
8am shotgun start
August 9
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm
August 24 & 25
MEN’S INVITATIONAL
(8am shotgun both days)

SEPTEMBER
September 3
Labor Day

September 13
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

September 15 & 16
NCCC CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
(8am shotgun start both days)
September 20
Green Aeration
(Course Closed)

October 31
Halloween

NOVEMBER

November 3
NCCC TURKEY SHOOT
8:30am shotgun start

November 8
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm
November 22
Happy Thanksgiving!
(Course Closed)

DECEMBER

December 13
Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse, 5:30pm

December 15
NCCC CHRISTMAS PARTY (2pm)
December 25
Merry Christmas!
(Course Closed)
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STAR WARS !
The NCCC Ladies Invitational Tournament is
on June 12, 2018. The theme this year is Star
Wars: May the Course Be With You.
The ladies are planning a great showing with
breakfast, catered lunch, drinks and snacks on
the course. The event includes many fun side
games, a putting contest, tee prizes and a thematic, challenging golf game, Jedi Ball (similar to “Angel Ball”).

